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Mary Poppins 
Comes to Epcot

By: Jessica C. Williams 
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Mary Poppins. She is unquestionably one of the most 

classic and elegant characters ever to appear in 

Disney’s cinematic history. Her very stern yet gently warm, 

charismatic personality continues to capture the attention 

of millions of children across the world, both young and old. 

Inspired by the film Mary Poppins and its sequel, Mary 

Poppins Returns, World Showcase is welcoming a new 

Mary Poppins attraction as part of the much-anticipated 

transformation of Epcot! Although many of the details of 

the attraction are still under wraps (as of this writing), we 

do know that Guests will take a step back in time as they 

wander down Cherry Tree Lane, past Admiral Boom’s house, 

then enter Number 17, home of the Banks family, where their 

adventure will begin. But what else might we see? Every die-

hard Mary Poppins admirer can probably guess as to what 

might appear inside. Take for instance that darn talking 

bird-umbrella, who always has something to say, and always 

at the wrong time. Or how about Mary’s magic carpet bag? 

Who knows what she will pull out next to amaze us! 

If you have ever wondered what it would be like to be 

Michael or Jane Banks, the new Cherry Tree lane attraction 

will undoubtedly embrace your inner child. If you have any 

ounce of doubt that this can happen, always remember 

what Mary Poppins would often say: “Everything is possible!” 

Curiously, before the announcement of the forthcoming 

attraction, Mary Poppins wasn’t frequently seen throughout 

the Walt Disney World parks and resorts, despite the 

importance of the film in Disney’s cinematic history. 

But that’s not to say you couldn’t find her! Even though 

she didn’t have an attraction to call her own, she’s been a 

popular meet and greet character over the years, and you 

could visit her daily in the U.K. pavilion in Epcot (along with 

Alice in Wonderland and Winnie the Pooh.) You could also 

meet her in the Norway pavilion. No, she didn’t have a cameo 

in Frozen…but she is a regular at the Princess Storybook 

Dining character meal at the Akershus Royal Banquet Hall. 

Elsewhere, you could occasionally find Mary Poppins in and 

about Town Square at the Magic Kingdom’s Main Street 

U.S.A., and she would also make appearances during special 

events such as Mickey’s Very Merry Christmas Party.

As far as attractions go, while she didn’t have an 

attraction all her own, she did appear in a few attractions 

over the years. For example, The Great Movie Ride featured 

a scene from the film, and of course Julie Andrews herself 

narrates the film chronicling the life of Walt Disney in the 

Walt Disney Presents (formerly One Man’s Dream) walk-

through exhibit in Disney’s Hollywood Studios. 

Over at the resorts, you can find Mary Poppins at the 

Grand Floridan Resort & Spa. She’s the star character at 

the Supercalifragilistic Breakfast in the 1900 Park Fare 

Restaurant. Charmingly, if you wander over to the Villas 

at the Grand Floridian, you’ll find a whimsical fountain 

featuring the penguins from the famous animated 

sequence in the original film. 

Mary Poppins Throughout the Years

When Mary Poppins arrived in movie theaters in 1964, 

it received rave reviews and went on to win five Academy 

Awards, including the Best Actress award for Julie 

Andrews’ portrayal of the title character. The film was also 

nominated for Best Picture, the only one of Walt Disney’s 

films to be so honored during his lifetime. Today, the movie 

is widely considered to be Walt Disney’s crowning live-

action achievement.

The movie was based on the classic book series, written 

by P.L. Travers. Walt Disney first became interested in Mary 

Poppins when he overheard his daughters Diane and 

Sharon laughing over the stories, and they, along with Walt’s 

wife Lillian, would endlessly pester him to bring the story 

of Mary Poppins to the big screen. Disney reached out to 

Travers in 1938, but it would be another 20 years or so before 

Travers (initially resistant to the idea of turning her books 

into film, thinking no one could do the characters justice) 

agreed…with many stipulations. (This part of the story is 

famously chronicled in the film Saving Mr. Banks, which we’ll 

get back to shortly.)

The film, which was largely based on the first Mary 

Poppins book, takes place in Edwardian London in 1910. We 

are introduced to the Banks family (father George, wife 

Winifred, and the children, Jane and Michael), as George 

is confronted with the news that their Nanny has left. (It 

seems that the children had run off again, this time to fly 

a kite!). After Mr. Banks places an ad for a stern nanny (and 

the children write their own ad for kinder nanny), Mary 

Poppins (Julie Andrews) appears the next day, floating 

down from the sky with her umbrella. 

The children soon meet Mary’s friend, Bert (Dick Van 

Dyke), and Mary Poppins uses her magic to transport them 

into one of his drawings. Further adventures include a 

visit with Uncle Albert (who is floating in the air due to his 

uncontrollable laughter), and a song-and-dance sequence 

set on the rooftops where they are joined by numerous 
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chimney sweeps. By the end of the film, Mr. Banks has 

become a much happier man, and takes his family out to fly 

a kite in the park. With her work done, Mary Poppins flies 

away.

One curious side note of the film concerns the role of 

Mr. Dawes Sr. In case the name doesn’t ring a bell, he was 

the antagonizing and intimidating president of the bank. 

Do you remember his white beard, and his snarly glasses 

that seemed to always be ready to fall off of the end of his 

nose? Do you happen to know what famous actor played 

this prideful man of money? It was…Dick Van Dyke! Yes, 

Dick played two characters in the original Mary Poppins 

film. Actually, he had to work hard to convince Walt Disney 

that he could play both roles. Even more so, Dick Van Dyke 

told Walt Disney he would play the character role for free. 

He must have had a strong passion for the bank boss, as 

he reprised the role 54 years later in Mary Poppins Returns. 

However, he laughed at the coincidence that this time 

(many years later) the makeup artists didn’t have to try so 

hard to make a 91-year-old man look like, well, an old man. 

Mary Poppins Returns was released in 2018 and, just to 

provide a quick recap (for those who might not have 

seen the movie), Michael and Jane Banks have grown up. 

Michael has three youngsters of his own, but sadly their 

mother suddenly died, leaving the Banks family in financial 

struggles. Suddenly, lawyers have posted a repossession 

sign on their family home. Aunt Jane has come to help, but 

her efforts just don’t seem to be enough. What will they do? 

As she is known to do, Mary Poppins drops in (again) at 

the exact right moment that she is needed most, with her 

wit and blunt but loving advice on hand to encourage the 

family to keep their chins up, and to remind them that this 

is only temporary. 

But we’re skipping ahead a bit! In 2013, the film Saving 

Mr. Banks was released, which tells the story of how Walt 

Disney brought Mary Poppins to life, chronicling both the 

relationship between Walt and P.L. Travers, and Travers’ 

own childhood, told through a series of flashbacks. The 

film starred Tom Hanks, who played the lead role of Walt 

Disney (marking the first time that Walt was portrayed 

by an actor on-screen), and Emma Thompson as P.L. 

Travers. The film shows the initial friction between Walt 

Disney and Ms. Travers, with many flashback scenes to 

her childhood (which provide a glimpse as to how Mary 

Poppins came to be). However, we eventually learn that 

stubborn personalities are capable of understanding and 

compassion, which contributes to an unexpected, long-

lasting friendship between Walt Disney and Ms. Travers, 

paving the way for the production of the 1964 Mary Poppins 

film.

Saving Mr. Banks was directed by John Lee Hancock, who 

had previously directed Snow White and the Huntsman, as 

well as The Blind Side. The Blind Side tells the true story of 

football player Michael Oher. The film follows Oher from 

his impoverished upbringing through his years at Wingate 

Christian School. He is adopted by Sean and Leigh Anne 

Tuohy, eventually becoming one of the most coveted 

prospects in college football, and later the first-round draft 

pick of the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens.

Leigh Anne Tuohy and Her Mary Poppins Connection

Leigh Anne Tuohy, who, along with her husband, had 

struck up a friendship with director John Lee Hancock, 

was overjoyed to appear as an extra in Hancock’s Saving 

Mr. Banks. Celebrations Magazine recently sat down with this 

inspirational woman to chat with her about her experiences 

in making the film. She laughed and smiled with us as she 

shared how Sandra Bullock had her mannerisms down pat 

as the leading actress in The Blind Side. However, Leigh Anne 

added how important family is and how most of the time 

it’s not defined by genetics, but simply by love. 

Leigh Anne Tuohy shared her love (and time) with us for 

some Mary Poppins chatter, as well as some behind-the-

scenes stories about appearing in the film Saving Mr. Banks.

What was your experience like working on set?

It was one of the best experiences I have ever had. Sean (my 

husband) and I have been friends with John Lee Hancock 

since the production of The Blind Side in 2009. In 2012-2013, 

when Saving Mr. Banks was produced, I was honored to be 

an extra in the film. Anyone that knows me is aware that I 

am a die-hard, devoted Disney fan and visit several times a 

year. The scenes which I appear were filmed in Disneyland. 

We had the entire park to ourselves, and it was honestly my 

first time to visit Disneyland. So it was a bit surreal, but an 

amazing experience. 

Fun Fact: Walt Disney took P.L. Travers on a tour of Disneyland, 

but she hated it. She also disliked the Mary Poppins film and did 

not have an issue telling others in the 1960s. However, P.L. Travers 

began writing a sequel to Mary Poppins in 1987 and watched the 

film a second time, (20 years later), and said she found that she 

liked most of the movie and wanted to use some of the elements in 

the sequel that had been created by the Disney writers. 

What was your fondest memory of working with Tom 

Hanks on the set of Saving Mr. Banks?
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He was truly one of the nicest men I have ever met. 

While on set, he had approached me (without having a clue 

who I was or why I was standing around) and said “that’s a 

really nice outfit!” I was dressed in costume, of course. I was 

wearing bouffant hair, tons of makeup, and fancy dresses 

from the era which we were filming for Saving Mr. Banks. 

He just gave me a genuine, nice compliment. Not everyone 

does that, you know. 

The world could use 

more of that genuine 

gentleness...he just 

impressed me with 

his simple humility 

and kindness. 

Fun Fact: For the 

making of the film 

Saving Mr. Banks, 

Tom Hanks made 

several visits to The 

Walt Disney Family 

Museum to view unseen 

photos and footage of 

Walt so that he could 

capture his essence and 

mannerisms, especially 

during the time that 

Walt was determined 

to make Mary 

Poppins. Charmingly, 

he was occasionally 

accompanied by Walt 

Disney’s daughter Diane (who had established the Walt Disney 

Family Museum in 2009, and who of course inspired Walt to make 

the film in the first place). 

When remembering the 1964 classic film, Mary Poppins, 

what would you say you admire most about her?

As a mother, I loved her tidiness, her order, and her ability 

to provide a healthy structure for the children which gives 

them many positive life lessons. Many people who know me 

understand that I love tidiness and organization. Therefore, 

I would say that Mary Poppins and I have much in common. 

She also has a sense of wit and sarcasm, which I enjoy as well. 

Fun Quote: “We cannot have the extraordinary without the 

ordinary. Just as the supernatural is hidden in the natural. In order 

to fly, you need something solid to take off from. It’s not the sky that 

interests me but the ground...When I was in Hollywood the [script] 

writers said ‘surely Mary Poppins symbolizes the magic that lies 

behind everyday life’. I said no, of course not, she IS everyday life, 

which is composed of the concrete and the magic” –P.L. Travers 

What Walt Disney World park is your favorite? 

I love adventuring every part of Disney World. However, 

if I had to pick one park it would probably be Epcot. 

The restaurants and touring around the world are just 

a phenomenal 

experience every 

time we visit. 

The atmosphere, 

the shows, the 

restaurants, and 

the rides are so 

enjoyable. It’s my 

favorite place to go 

with my children 

and grandchildren. 

Oh! And my favorite 

ride is Soarin’! 

Fun Fact: The 

character of Mary 

Poppins was never 

depicted as a married 

woman in any of her 

films, nor did she have 

any children of her 

own. Similarly, Travers 

was also never seen 

with a partner, or seen 

romantically involved 

with anyone. Some could say that they were one in the same. 

Saving Mr. Banks masterfully shows us the evolution of the 

relationship between Walt Disney and P.L. Travers, and also 

shares Travers’ own childhood story, giving us great insight 

on how Mary Poppins came to be…and how much she 

meant to Travers. 

While we anxiously await the opening of Epcot’s Mary 

Poppins attraction, we recommend gathering up all of 

your favorite Mary Poppins memorabilia to celebrate 

the exciting announcement of this new attraction! After 

all, everyone wants a perfect memory made at the Most 

Magical Place on Earth. And even if those memories aren’t 

“practically perfect in every way,” they can still be magical. 

As Mary Poppins would tell you, “Anything can happen if 

you let it!” 


